SPRING/SUMMER 2021

Don’t puzzle what you see...
puzzle what they see!
Visit us online at www.holdson.com Freephone: 0800
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Dear Puzzlers,
Welcome to our Spring / Summer Pieces Edition!
Throughout the many levels of lockdown, jigsaw puzzles helped stave off boredom with Kiwis; in fact, we have seen a record
demand for our Holdson jigsaws both in NZ and Australia in the past 12 months. Google Trends data reveals that searches
for “jigsaw puzzles” hit an all-time high - the most significant spike since records began!
While COVID-19 is associated with a lack of control and an unknown end, puzzles offer the opposite. With a puzzle,
putting in enough time and effort we can control the outcome, know it will end and experience a sense of relief and
accomplishment when it’s finished! Doing a puzzle means you are doing your mental health a favour! Why ... Because
puzzles, handcrafts, colouring and other meditative activities have long been thought to decrease feelings of anxiety and
increase emotional well being. Doing jigsaw puzzles are also connected to improve cognition in the elderly - so there is a
good reason to start puzzling!
With Christmas fast approaching and restrictions nearly gone (at the time of writing this), our thoughts spring to Summer
Holidays. With our borders still closed, and or ever-changing; what a great time to KEEP IT LOCAL and check out what
NZ has to offer. With hidden harbours, majestic mountains, awesome beaches, great campsites or vineyards, excellent food
and warm people... the year of staycation is upon us!
So, whatever takes your fancy this summer; be it action packed adventure or total rest and relaxation, remember to pack
your favourite Holdson puzzles and games for the whole family to enjoy!
Keep safe Aotearoa!

Editorial

Happy Puzzling, The Holdson Team.

Your feedback means everything to us.
Take our online survey at
www.holdson.com/survey
for a chance to

$50 Holdson evouchers*
This survey is live from 8.10.2021 – 10.12.2021
(3 drawn per month until December 2021)
*see website for full T&C’s
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Wasgij is the hilarious puzzle concept where the image on the box is
simply a clue to the puzzle inside. Only the puzzle holds the answer!
The New Year is here and that can only mean one thing, time for a new you! But for the aerobics class at
the local village hall, that seems easier said than done! Something in the class has left one lady shocked,
and it’s not just the workout routine. What could have made these keep-fit fanatics more red-faced than

Wasgij Original – 1000pc

ever before? That is the image you need to puzzle.

New Year Resolutions!

Don’t puzzle what you see… use your imagination!
Visit us online at www.holdson.com Freephone: 0800
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Wasgij Collection – 1000pc

Only the puzzle holds
the answer!

Wasgij is the hilarious
puzzle concept where the
image on the box is simply
a clue to the puzzle inside.

Original #34
A Piece Of Pride!

Destiny #21
Highway Hold-Up!

Mystery #19
Bingo Blunder!

Visit us online at www.holdson.com Freephone: 0800

Original #35
Car Boot Capers!

Destiny #22
Trip to the Tip!

Mystery #20
Mountain Mayhem!
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Pieces

Actual Size
Easy Pick
and Place

Retro Original #2
Happy Holidays!

Retro Destiny #2
The Proposal!
Visit us online at www.holdson.com Freephone: 0800

Retro Mystery #2
Stop The Clock!
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Wasgij Retro Collection – 500pc XL

500 XL

Symphony of Colour – 1000pc

Jaguar

ABOUT T HE ARTIST
Leonid Afremov was born in the city of Vitebsk, Belarus in 1955, the same
town where Marc Chagall was born. Leonid Afremov graduated from Vitebsk
Art School in 1978. The school was founded by Marc Chagall in 1921. Along
with Malevich and Kandinsky, Leonid Afremov is one of the elite members
of the famous Vitebsk art school. Leonid built his talent and experience
by painting with oil and participating in various exhibitions. His talent and
success began to flourish when he moved to Israel with his family in 1990.
The scorching southern sun filled with colors and brightness made Leonid’s
paintings positive and joyous. The artist himself was a convinced optimist and
this can be easily seen in his creative artworks. His paintings make viewers
feel lighter and more positive. Afremov passed away in 2019 at his home in
Play Del Carmon, Mexico where he had been living and painting. His family
now carry on his legacy by offering his wonderful artwork to art enthusiasts
all around the world.

Spirits by the Lake

Romantic Café in Old City

When Dreams Come True
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A BOUT T HE ARTIST
Jan van Haasteren was born in 1936 in Schiedam near Rotterdam,
Holland. In 1962 he started work doing advertising/illustration and
went on to work for Toonder Animation Studios.
Among the many figures he used to draw was Disney’s Hiawatha.
After 5 years he left to become a freelance illustrator, creating a
comic strip called ‘Baron van Tast’ which became fairly well known.
This was the start of a long list of posters, which he does for clients
all over the world. He has made Olympic Games posters for Philips,
a series of interiors of crazy factories for Colt International, posters
for banks and insurance companies, etc. Comic strips and posters
are his favourite works.

Gallery of Curiosities

South Pole Expedition

World Championship Cyclocross
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Jan Van Haasteren – 1000pc

Children’s Birthday Party

For the Love of Cars – 1000pc

Dry Lake Snakes

ABOUT T HE ARTIST
With a passion for the automobile that started
in his childhood, Michael Irvine has chosen to
focus his artistic talent on capturing American
muscle and sports cars in vibrant, high impact
watercolour. His unique approach to this
traditionally ‘loose’ medium, and ardent eye
for detail produces crisp, sharp images that are
alive with colour and narration. Michael’s use
of reflective surfaces and ‘hidden’ images along
with his incredible attention to technical accuracy,
make his car art paintings highly captivating. His
goal is to draw the viewer into the scene while
slowly revealing more of the story before them.
Incredibly detailed, powerful, imaginative and
creative, the surrealism of Michael’s work invites
you to join him in a journey of discovery. His
diverse automotive fine art portfolio is perfect for
the home, office, den, man cave and garage.
“I strive to constantly challenge myself and create
paintings that I can be proud to stand in front of.
I want to draw the viewer into the story and take
them on a journey of discovery as they explore
one of my paintings.”

Elimination Round

Always Room for One More

Make Room for Three More
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A BOUT T HE ARTIST
Tracy Hall is a watercolour artist who specialises in painting nature in detail in
all its forms. Working exclusively in watercolour (both transparent and opaque),
she enjoys the versatility of the medium and paints from life, photographs and
imagination; more often than not all three in the same painting. Her images
include everything from flowers and pets to wildlife and miniature art.
It was after discovering miniature art in 2007 that a new and exciting chapter
began, enabling Tracy to balance commissioned work for private and commercial
clients with something purely for herself. She was instantly hooked and deeply
honoured to be presented with several awards when she first exhibited her
miniatures the following year, including the prestigious Gold Memorial Bowl from
the Royal Miniature Society.
Her work has also been used to raise funds for endangered wildlife and
conservation and she is an elected member of several international miniature
art societies. Tracy continues to exhibit regularly in the UK and abroad and
works from her studio on the shores of Scapa Flow in Scotland - surrounded by
paintings-in-waiting!

Sowing Seeds

Visit us online at www.holdson.com Freephone: 0800

Harvest Time

Strawberry Jam
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Grandchildren Make Life Grand – 1000pc

Apple Crumble

Sunsets Series 4 – 1000pc

Coastal Town at Sunset

ABOUT T HE ARTISTS
Image World is a group of artists, based in Russia, with a passion
for puzzles. This creative group loves to include as much in their
images as possible with bright colors, fun objects and a story in
every image. Their worldly travel and research helps them cover
subjects from exotic animals to faraway places. They have as much
fun creating their art as they hope you do assembling their puzzles.

Forest House Sunset

Moonlight House by Lake

Sailing at Sunset
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Myerasalome

Queen of Jade

Queen of Silk
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Nene Thomas has been drawing and painting
her entire life, but she began her career as
a professional artist in 1994 when she was
approached by a company called Wizards of
the Coast to contribute work to the popular
collectible card game “Magic: the Gathering”.
She worked for WotC and many other CCG
companies for the next several years, until
she grew tired of bringing to life other
peoples’ visions. So, she left contract art
behind and became a print artist, painting
only the things she wanted to paint.
For the first ten years of her professional
career, she worked exclusively in watercolor.
In 2004, she became enamored with digital
art, and the more she studied it, the more
dissatisfied she became with her older
paintings. So, she set aside her watercolors,
bought a digital art tablet, Corel Painter and
Adobe Photoshop, and began experimenting.
Her first digital pieces were actually hybrid
works with watercolors mixed with digital
elements, but eventually she became
comfortable enough working with the art
programs to complete the transition to fully
digital works.
The inspiration for her works comes from
a variety of sources, but the vast majority
comes from a story she has been working
on since high school. “The Zarryiostrom”,
her most intensely personal project, is an
epic fantasy series that she tricked her poor,
unwitting husband, Steven Plagman, into
writing. As of this date, the first four novels
of the Zarryiostrom, “Powerborn”, “Usurper”,
“Marionette”, and “Tyro” have been released
as self-published works, and they are hard at
work writing “Concubine”, the fifth book in
the series. All told, there will be nine books
in the series by the time it is completed.
Each book contains 20 paintings by Nene,
showcasing the various characters of the
series.

Sekkerastoya
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Dragon Charmers – 1000pc

A B OUT T H E ART I ST

XL

Pieces
Actual Size
Easy Pick
and Place

A Spiffing Time – 500pc XL

Classic Racing Cars

Hot Air Balloon Rally

ABOUT T HE ARTIST
Victor Mclindon was born in Yorkshire, England, and now lives in the rural
market town of Skipton, in the beautiful Dales.
After studying Graphic Design, he spent a few years in the world of
advertising, before making the leap into freelance illustration.

Thanks to his agent, Victor now works in a broad range of genres and
styles for clients worldwide. “Creating pictures for jigsaws is satisfying,
because it often draws on techniques that can be traced back to traditional
landscape painting”.
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XL

Pieces
Actual Size
Easy Pick
and Place

Elephant With Chocolate Cake

Trash Panda

Heather Gauthier.
“While I do appreciate and sometimes implement
symbolism or visual metaphor with some intended
meaning, my creative drive is fundamentally motivated
by my need to invent and by my deep love for
aesthetics. Put simply, beauty alone makes a work of
art important for me.
My style is the culmination of my experiences and
influences in urban and rural settings. I often paint with
interiors in mind and have been especially influenced
by vintage and modern graphic and textile design. I
paint many subjects, but my popular animal portraits
might be considered “anthropomorphic realism,”
in which animals of all varieties pose with flowers
or objects and are foregrounded on damask style
backgrounds.
After a decade of living and working in Chicago and
Africa, my family and I now reside in San Antonio. I
work from my home studio and have regular gallery
and cafe shows and each of these presents new
projects and ideas. In addition to being featured on
the PBS program ARTS and HGTV, I have a permanent
collection hanging at the new children’s museum here
in San Antonio”.

Waiting For The Party
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Wild Art – 500pc XL

ABOUT T H E A RT I ST

Summer Fun Around Aotearoa

Games & Puzzle –

500 XL
Pieces

Actual Size
Easy Pick
and Place

Aotearoa Road Trip
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Treasures of Aotearoa
Seek ‘n Find Game #1

Be the first player to get as many matching
pairs as possible! 2+ players. Age 3+ years.

Tour of New Zealand

We first introduced the educational Tour of New Zealand game in the 1950’s. Although the board
and design are a little different in this retro release, it is just as much fun to play! Be the first player to
complete a Tour of New Zealand, visiting many towns and cities along the way. 2-4 Players. Age 6+ years.
Visit us online at www.holdson.com Freephone: 0800
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Summer Fun Around Aotearoa

Designed and Made in NZ !!

Rat-a-Tat Cat
A fun numbers card game with cats
(and a few rats!). A game of suspense,
strategy and anticipation. 2-6 players.
Age 6+ years.

Slamwich
Flip and stack this clever loaf of cards
to build slamwiches and double
deckers. Get there first and win the
pile. 2-6 players. Age 6+ years.

Family Card Games

Dragonwood
A game of dice and daring. Dare
to enter Dragonwood! Collect sets
of adventurer cards to earn dice,
which you use to roll against your
foes. Only the bravest will overcome
the odds to emerge victorious! 2-4
players. Age 8+ years.

Sleeping Queens
A Royally Rousing Card Game! Rise
and shine! Use strategy, quick thinking
and a little luck to rouse the napping
queens from their royal slumbers! 2-5
players. Age 8+ years.

Forbidden Island
Adventure... if you dare. Dare to discover
Forbidden Island! Race to collect the
treasures and make a triumphant escape
before you are swallowed into the
watery abyss! 2-4 players. Age 10+ years.

Sushi Go!
Pass the sushi! In this fast playing card
game, the goal is to grab the best
combination of sushi dishes as they whiz
by. Gather the most points and consider
yourself the sushi master! 2-5 players.
Age 8+ years.

Crime Scene

Crime Scene Games

Crime Scene immerses you into the scene with a mix of story, visuals and puzzles. Feel like you’re there, reach into the scene
and find evidence to investigate and solve. A crime has been committed and it’s up to you to get to the bottom of the mystery.
The players follow the story and act as the detectives to collect evidence, make connections and figure out who is behind it all.
The puzzles can leave you scratching your head, but the answers are right in front of your nose! 1-6 players. Age 8+ years.

Escape from the Museum
An ordinary trip to the museum turns into chaos when you find yourself
locked in and all alone, after hours! Will you be able to solve the brain-busting
puzzles, decode the alphabet on an ancient stone tablet and find the key to your
freedom before your time runs out?

Playmobil

Shark Monster Truck

Service Tent

Motorcross with Firey Wall
Bull Monster Truck

Fire Quad

Crash Car

Battle Of The Giants
Drone Strike

Double Defence Power

Invasion Of the Robot
Ready for Battle

Playmobil

Battle Of The Legendary Stones

Pookie Panda Family

Midnight Cat Family

Meerkat Family

Fresian Cow Family

Sylvanian Families

Amusement Park Theme

Baby Star Carousel

Spooky Surprise House

Royal Carriage Set

Mr Lions Winter Sleigh
©EPOCH.

Baby Amusement Park

Family Picnic Van
Some figures and accessories not included.

Red Roof Tower Home

Courtyard Home Gift Set

Celebration Windmill Set

Fashion Play Set Sugar Sweet

Sylvanian Families

Sky Blue Terrace Gift Set

Fashion Play Set Shoe Shop

Some figures and accessories not included.

©EPOCH.

This stylish collection has all the classic garden games we've been playing
since we were small, yet never tire of. Crafted from wood, they're the perfect
entertainment for garden parties, beach barbecues, or family gatherings.

Wooden Cricket Set

Garden Games

Wooden Ring Toss

Wooden Croquet

Wooden Toppling
Tower

Wooden Crazy Golf

Wooden Boules

Wooden Skittles

Petanque

Design
and
Dazzle!

Learn how to make
your own beautiful
jewellery. These
simple to use kits
keep kids entertained
while engaging their
creative side.
Age 8+ years.

Make It Real

Mega Jewellery Studio

Sensational Bracelet Maker

Halo Charm Bracelets - True Blue

Halo Charm Bracelets - Think Pink

Get ready for an at home manicure, no
appointment necessary at this salon! Make
and create your own custom nail polish
colours. Age 8+ years.

Colour Fusion
Light Up Dryer

Colour Fusion
Nail Polish
Refill

Colour Fusion Nail Polish Maker

These exquisite decorative ornaments will
delight all ages! With the classic Christmas
theme they make a unique gift for anyone!

Santa In Sleigh

Santa Storytime

Santa with Reindeer

Nativity Lantern

Lantern Santa with
Deer (music)

TV Night Before
Christmas black

Caravan Santa
& Mrs Claus

Lantern Santa (music)

Red Ute With Santa

Tractor with Santa (green)

Tractor with Santa (red)
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Christmas
Workshop
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